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                        Publications
Committed to understanding contemporary cultural change, the Institute and its scholars publish books, journal articles, book reviews, surveys, and reports. The Institute’s flagship publication is its award-winning journal, The Hedgehog Review, published three times per year.
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                            Events
                        Events
The Institute’s work occurs in the rare context of a lived and thriving community of scholars. The Institute’s Fellows develop and communicate our school of thought not just in their publications, but in Institute lectures, seminars, symposia, conferences, and public meetings.
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                        News
The Institute is committed to providing intellectual leadership in service to the common good. The work and activities of the Institute and its scholars are featured in academic publications and media outlets across the country.
RECENT NEWS
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                        Scholars
One of the defining characteristics of the Institute is its intellectual community, which is composed of established scholars, Postdoctoral Fellows, and Doctoral Fellows from across the humanities and social sciences. With an outstanding Advisory Board, we are connected nationally and internationally to the leading intellectuals of our time.
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                        Research
Our research seeks to provide better accounts of human flourishing under the conditions of late Western modernity: how it has been and is being undermined, on the one hand, and how it has been and is being sustained and enhanced, on the other.
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                        About
The Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture is an interdisciplinary research center and intellectual community at the University of Virginia committed to understanding contemporary cultural change and its individual and social consequences, training young scholars, and providing intellectual leadership in service to the public good.
Read more
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March 13

The Modernity Seminar hosts political theorist Jason Frank

for a discussion about his book, The Democratic Sublime: On Aesthetics and Popular Assembly.
Learn More
March 19

Join us for a Hedgehog Evening Discussion

with Kyle Edward Williams about his new book,
Taming the Octopus: The Long Battle for the Soul of the Corporation.
Learn More
New Spring Issue
The Hedgehog Review

How effectively—or poorly—have we gone about the business of producing people of character? Character and moral formation are the topics of our new issue.
Explore the Issue

	
	
	

Highlights
 
Talbot Brewer wins Sidney Award
News
                    • January 2nd                
David Brooks celebrates Brewer’s essay, “The Great Malformation.”



 
Taming the Octopus: The Long Battle for the Soul of the Corporation
Publications
Kyle Edward Williams tells the untold story of how efforts to hold big business accountable changed American capitalism.




 
The Ecology of Nations: American Democracy in a Fragile World Order
Publications
John M. Owen IV explains how democracies compete with autocracies to bias international order in their favor—and why democracies are losing.
 



 
The Two Faces of Democracy: Decentering Agonism and Deliberation
Publications
Mary F. Scudder and Stephen K. White write about deliberation, agonism, and the crisis of democracy.




 
Jackson Lears: Animal Spirits
Publications
Institute Visiting Fellow Jackson Lears’s new book, Animal Spirits: The American Pursuit of Vitality from Camp Meeting to Wall Street, was published this week by Farrar, Straus and Giroux.



 
John Owen Welcomes Healthy Debate About a Contentious World in His Classroom
News
                    • February 28th                
Senior Fellow John Owen was interviewed. by UVAToday for a profile titled "John Owen Welcomes Healthy Debate About a Contentious World in His Classroom."





A Community of Scholars
Our mission to understand contemporary cultural change and its consequences is carried out in the rare context of a thriving community in which disciplines and generations intersect. Institute Fellows come together to pursue the highest level of scholarship on the most important questions facing the late-modern era. The Institute is led in this endeavor by the Institute Council.




Institute Fellows

Leadership





Colloquies
The heart of the Institute’s research agenda is to develop the highest level of scholarship on the most important questions facing the contemporary world. Within an interdisciplinary community, the Institute conducts both theoretical and empirically grounded research in major areas of social life. Our research is organized into six colloquies and three labs.




Culture & Formation

Religion & Late Modernity


Culture & Democracy


Picturing the Human


Knowledge, Technology & Culture

Culture, Capitalism & Global Change





Phenomenology Labs
The Institute’s Phenomenology Labs attempt to understand how people are grappling with cultural change at the level of lived experience, in their daily lives.




Thriving Cities Lab

Survey Lab


Culture Lab




An award-winning journal 
Published three times a year, The Hedgehog Review offers critical reflections on contemporary culture—how we shape it, and how it shapes us. Its interdisciplinary approach draws on the best scholarship and thought from the humanities and social sciences to explore and illuminate the puzzles, vexations, and dilemmas that characterize our late modern predicament.
Explore the Journal

Our Blogs


The THR Blog is designed to sustain the conversation around cultural change between
                                The Hedgehog Review's three issues.
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